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The present report of the department highlights primarily nine categories of activities carried out by

the department, viz. as under (PS: the contents in the table are clickable)
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Faculty achievements:

Dr. Sonali Shinde was handed over the charge as a Head of Biodiversity & Environmental
Science Department.

Dr. Sonali Shinde completed Ph.D. in Environmental Science on the topic, ‘Cost-benefit
optimization in foraging strategies of pollinating insects on 15" April 2025.

Dr. Sonali Shinde completed Advanced Training on Environmental Impact Assessment
organized by Centre for Tropical Biodiversity Conservation from 10% Oct- 22" October 2025.
Ms. Saloni Bagade completed a three-day course on Carbon footprint analysis organized by
ESGPro Mastery Institute from 24 Nov — 26™ November 2025.

Ms. Saloni Bagade registered for Ph.D. in Environmental Science on 28" April 2025 from
Fergusson College, Research Centre.

Dr. Sonali Shinde and Saloni Bagade participated in the 9" International Conference on
Recent Trends in Bioengineering held at MIT-ADT University Pune from January 23™ — 25%
2026.

Dr. Sonali Shinde completed the 5-day workshop titled, Tree Diversity and Carbon Stock
Estimation using Excel conducted from 9''- 13" March 2026 organized by Environmental and
Humanity Foundation.

Paper published: Shinde, S. & C. Sonawane (2026). First record with photographic evidence
of Dhole Cuon alpinus (Pallas, 1811) from Panshet, Pune, Maharashtra, India. Journal of

Threatened Taxa 18(1): 28249-28251.

Orientation session/Expert talks

Dr. Milind Watve delivered a talk to B.Sc. Environmental Science and M.Sc. Biodiversity
students regarding research projects and avenues after masters.

Dr. Dhanashree Paranjpe delivered a talk to B.Sc. Environmental Science and M.Sc.
Biodiversity students regarding scientific communication

Dr. Arohi Kulkarni delivered a talk to B.Sc. Environmental Science and M.Sc. Biodiversity
students regarding internship and dissertation.
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e Priyadarshan Sahasrabudhe Founder of Vayu Foundation delivered a talk to B.Sc.
Environmental Science and M.Sc. Biodiversity students regarding internship and
dissertation.

e Dr. Medhavi Tadwalkar and Dr. Amruta Joglekar Founder Director of EcoVrat Foundation
delivered a talk to B.Sc. Environmental Science and M.Sc. Biodiversity students regarding
internship and dissertation.

e Dr. D.G. Naik project coordinator of MES delivered a talk to B.Sc. Environmental Science
and M.Sc. Biodiversity students regarding his research in Union carbide.

e Mr. Siddharth Biniwale delivered a talk to B.Sc. Environmental Science and M.Sc.

Biodiversity students regarding internship and dissertation.

One day Seminar

e A seminar on turtle conservation was conducted by Shri Mohan Upadhye on 13th August
2025, in collaboration with Paryawaran Dakshata Mandal, Mangrove Foundation, and the
Mangrove Cell. The session highlighted the importance of conserving marine turtles, their
habitats, and their ecological role in coastal ecosystems. He also informed students about
internship opportunities in turtle conservation, encouraging active participation in field-

based conservation efforts.

DEPARTMENT OF BIODIVERSITY
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&
MANGROVE FOUNDATION AND
MANGROVE CELL

INVITES ALLFOR A
GUEST LECTURE
ON
TURTLE CONSERVATION

(a)

Picture: a) Lecture Flyer, b) & ¢) Shri Mohan Upadhye interacting with students after his lecture.




e Seminar on Impact of Climate Change on Oceans by Dr. Suhas Shetye, Scientist National

Institute of Oceanography, GOA on 26 December 2025.

DEPARTMENT OF BIODIVERSITY, AGC
IN COLLABORATION WITH
AASAMANT FOUNDATION, RATNAGIRI

S OF
CLIMATE CHANGE
ON OCEANS

IMPACT!
T
O

DR. SUHAS SHETYE, SCIENTIST
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
OCEANOGRAPHY, GOA

1030 AM Audio Visual Hall
2 Abasaheb Garware
26 DECEMBER mlegT

Picture: a) Lecture Flyer, b) & c¢) Dr. Suhas Shetye interacting with students after his lecture.

Workshop organized

e Biodiversity Department conducted Landscape workshop on 26" 29" March 2026. The
workshop was graced in the presence of Smt. Shama Pawar (Additional Collector), Prof. (Dr.
Vilas Ugale), Principal of AGC, Shri. Nandkumar Patwardhan, Shri. Niteen Karmarkar
(Founder Directors of Aasamant Foundation), Saloni Bagade Coordinator of the program

and Dr. Sonali Shinde (HOD Biodiversity)

a) (b) (c)
Picture: a) Workshop Flyer, b) Participants on Field & c¢) Participants, organizers and speaker of the
workshop.




Students’ achievement:

Conference Participation
(1) M.Sc. Biodiversity students participated in a 4™ National Conference on Lesser-Known
Species of Central Indian Landscape Dated 16, 17" & 18th of Jan 2026 at Bhopal, MP
India

(i)  B.Sc. Environmental Science Students participated in 9™ International Conference on
Recent Trends in Bioengineering (ICRTB-2026) held at MIT School of Bioengineering
and Research ADT Loni Kalbhor on (January 23-24, 2026)

a) (b)
Picture: a) B.Sc. Environmental Science students received certificate of participation.
b) Interaction during Poster presentation.

(iii) ~ B.Sc. Students attended Sagar Mahotsav 15" January-18" January at Ratnagiri. The

program was graced by renowned Scientist like Dr. Shekhar Mande.
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a) (b)
Picture: a) Students participation in the Mahotsav, b) Dr. Shekhar Mande with B.Sc. Students, c)
Dr. Amruta Bhave interacting with Environmental Science students.
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Dissertation Funding
(1) Vishnu E.N., a B.D. II student (2025-26), received 230,000 through crowdfunding for his

dissertation project.

(i1)) F.Y.B.Sc. students participated in floral mapping of the Indrayani River under a funded
internship supported by Ecological Society, with funding awarded to Sanskruti Bandal and
Pranav Sukale.

(i11) Aditya Nili, a second-year B.Sc. Environmental Science student, secured a paid internship

as a Field Assistant with a stipend of 315,439.

Achievements of Alumni
(1) Unmesh Mitra, from the 2017-19 batch, achieved Rank 25 in the West Bengal Civil Services

(WBCS) Examination (June 2025) and has been appointed as an Employment Officer.

(i1) Shantanu Ghadge (201618 batch) secured Rank 115 in MPSC and served as a Skill
Development & Entrepreneurship Guidance Officer (Group B); he also achieved Rank 62
in MPSC and is currently working as Assistant Commissioner, State Tax (Group A).

(ii1) Shrushti Patil (Batch 2019-2021) has secured a position as a Research & Development
Astronaut Candidate (ASCAN) with Titans Space Industries.

Placements:

(1) Purva Mhatre (2023-25 batch) has been selected as a Graduate Analyst at Stantec with a CTC

of X7 lakh per annum.

(i1)) Akshata Joshi (2023-25 batch) is working as a Research Associate with The Grassland Trust

and also serves as Founder Director of Takshak Animal Welfare Foundation, which focuses

on the rescue and rehabilitation of wildlife and domestic animals across Pune.

(111) Parikshit Ghare (2023-25 batch) serves as Founder Director of Takshak Animal Welfare

Foundation, working towards the rescue and rehabilitation of wildlife and domestic animals

across Pune.




Outreach Activity

Reel competition
The Department of Biodiversity conducted a reel-making competition on environmental

awareness in December 2025, supported by Aasamant Foundation, attracting nearly 100

entries.
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a) b)
Picture: a) Reel competition flyer, b) Winners were showcased on social network platform

like Instagram and LinkedIn

Environment Awareness programmes at Schools
e As part of Science Day celebrations, F.Y.B.Sc. students conducted outreach activity by
visiting schools and spreading awareness about the environment.
(i) Environmental Awareness Program for Class 7 students at Vimlabai Garware High School

with the aim of promoting sustainable habits and environmental responsibilities.

Picture: a) & b) F.Y.B.Sc. Environmental Science Students Team 1: Gitika, Jaanvi, Zeba,
Yash & Vivek at Vimlabai Garware School




(i1) Environmental Awareness Program at Universal Public School, the topic focused was on

Zero Waste living

Picture: a), b) & c) F.Y.B.Sc. Environmental Science Students Team 2: Ashisha, Alnashra, Yana

at Universal Public School.

(iii) Environmental Awareness Program at Mahesh Vidyala, Pune on Small Habits, Big Impact

to promote sustainable habits and environmental responsibility.

Picture: a) & b) F.Y.B.Sc. Environmental Science Students Team 3: Nitesh, Jidnyasa, Tejal,
Sharwari at Mahesh Vidyala, Pune.

(iv) S.Y.B.Sc. Environmental Science Students participated in electronic waste collection drive

an initiative by PEHEL as a community engagement program.

Picture: a), b) & ¢) S.Y.B.Sc. students conducting awareness on electronic waste collection.
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(v) Dr. Sonali Shinde delivered a talk on “Integrative Academia—Industry Dialogue” at the
Charitrakar Padma Bhushan Dr. Dhananjay Keer Ratnagiri Sub-Campus of University of
Mumbai on 17 March 2026. The workshop was attended by undergraduate students of
pharmacy, biotechnology, and life sciences. Industry professionals, including Shri Deepak
Gadre of Gadre Marine Export, Shri Ashutosh Sheopure, Shri Prabhakar Sadekar, Dr. Prafulla
Sawant, and Shri Nandkumar Patwardhan from Aasamant Foundation, participated as guest
speakers. The workshop aimed to create awareness about environmental science courses and

their applications in industry.

New Initiatives by the department
1)  Psychology session was conducted for BSC Environmental Science and MSc Biodiversity
Students- The objective was to address mental health concerns, improve coping strategies,
and promote a balanced academic life. It also encouraged self-awareness and emotional
well-being among students. The session was conducted by Rushikesh Ingulkar and
Shashank Saraf Faculty of Psychology department AGC.

i1) Parent-Teacher Meeting and Parent’s Psychology counseling- The session aimed to help
parents understand student mental health, academic stress, and emotional needs. It also
focused on guiding parents to support their children effectively and create a positive home

environment. It also provided a platform to strengthen communication and collaboration

between parents and faculty for better student outcomes. The session was conducted by
Shashank Saraf and Shruti Joshi Faculty of Psychology department AGC.

Picture: a) & b) Shashank Saraf and Shruti Joshi Faculty of Psychology department AGC
during the session




MoU signed between Maharashtra Education Society & NGO’s

e The Grassland Trust Pune, a registered charitable trust with its office located at, 101,
Devkunj Apartments, Prabhat Rd, Apex Colony, Deccan Gymkhana, Pune, 411004 through
Mr. Mihir Godbole

yith The Grasland TS

Picture: Principal Prof. (Dr.) Vilas Ugale and Mr. Mihir Godbole during the MoU signing.

e Aasamant Benevolence Foundation, Ratnagiri, a social organization situated at PM-75,
MIDC Mirjole, Ratnagiri, Maharashtra (hereafter “Aasamant”) through Mr. Niteen
Karmarkar
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Picture: Principal Prof. (Dr.) Vilas Ugale, Mr. Nandkumar Patwardhan, Mr. Niteen Karmalkar, Dr.
Atul Kulkarni, and Dr. Neha Deshpande during the MoU signing.
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News features
(1) First sighting report of an Endangered species was featured in Maharastra Times, Pune Mirror,
Times of India, Midday, Mongabay

SILWHI ROAD CAVES IN

Endangered wild dog’s
presence recorded for first
time in Panshet, Pune

Experts he species’ pi
human-¢ dunummi. nun protected Iamlsc

MH Times, News dt. 111" Sept.25 Midday News, dt. 12" Sept 25.

(i1) Shrushti Patil news on selection as astronaut was featured in Sakal, Hindustan Times and Samna
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(111)B.Sc. Environmental Science students attended Sagar Mahotsav was featured in Sakal, Lokmat
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News featured in Sakal 17" January 2026

(iv) Industry-Academia Workshop was featured in Sakal.

DRI T Hae
TBAB BIE Tl : TeaeH
mmmm

I, @ R0 : TR
REE  SEEem A
vt wadAr w2Es st
AT e . T @ wrE
A wElE TEm, W
Safafawen e, g wwe e : ad Prandts Suefterr smatfiv qataror sfeea
TN S S A T atear e veat. seteE aftvie dremd, o, d. .
wewm Wl e amga, e, o wge A, o, S AR

T FS. ' T e T TS %, i e aer o

vai frfen afomR qEaa SR AT S e vvEn T A v da a5
O . W E i e, sftee avre groarad s, fve a st
T SR UafT R AT 2 S ST T v 3. vt
FEAE IR A W i e AT 3R, A A e, 7 A i
it e i snfn sefvare g8 o e wr e Ee.

Wm 7 A e m?ﬁmrﬁmzf meﬁwﬂm

waem ¥ 9. 0. FoRT 3 SmwE SR, u. WS e ave Ee wgm e
News Featured in Sakal dt. 22" March 26.
12




